
“Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the premise of progress, in 
every society, in every family” Kofi Annan

SPWT Year 8 Knowledge Organisers: Summer

Name: Form: 

Knowledge organisers are brought to school every day, in their plastic folder.

What is a knowledge organiser?

A knowledge organiser specifies, in meticulous detail, the exact facts, dates, events, characters, concepts and precise definitions that you are 

expected to master in your long-term memory. 

Why do we use knowledge organisers?

Knowledge organisers support you to build knowledge for long-term learning. 
They also support you to learn to study independently. 

Challenge!
At SPWT, we encourage you to explore your learning further outside of the classroom. To do so, research and write about the topic you are learning 
about, in your subject exercise books. 



Start a new page. Write the date and HW in the 
margin and underline. Write the title at the top of 
the page (Knowledge Organiser *Topic*). 

Draw a line down the middle of the page using a 
ruler (measure accurately where the middle is). 

COVER the right-hand side of the table in a 

section of the Knowledge Organiser.

WRITE down the word/ question on the left, 

followed by your answer. 

CHECK your answers by uncovering and 

reading the right-hand side

CORRECT any answers that are incorrect 

using a green pen

How do I use my knowledge organiser?



Art

Animating Art



Computer Science



DT: Year 8 Food

Food Groups What do they do? Where do we find them?

Protein Help build, repair and 
maintain our muscles, 
organs and body tissue

Meat, beans, eggs, lentils, 
fish

Dairy Helps maintain healthy 
bones and teeth

Milk, yoghurt, cream,
cheese

Carbohydrates Gives us energy Potatoes, pasta, breads, 
rice, cereal

Vitamins & 
minerals

Helps us to grow 
maintain a healthy body

Fruit, vegetables

Fats & sugars Used for energy, 
insulation and to protect 
the vital organs

Cakes, biscuits, sweets, oil, 

Sensory Star Graph

We use a star graph to record our opinions of a dishes sensory qualities.  

• The bigger the shape the better the dish was 

received over all

• A smaller shape indicates more areas for 

modification/improvement

• Areas that scored less indicate areas for 

modification/improvement 

Boiling Boiling is the method of cooking food in boiling water 
or other water-based liquids such as stock or milk.

Baking Baking is a method of preparing food that uses dry 
heat, normally in an oven

Par-boiling When food items are added to boiling water 
and cooked until they start to soften, then removed and  
fully cooked by another method such as baking.

High Risk foods Foods that are ready to eat, and foods that provide a 
place for bacteria to live, grow and thrive are described 
as high-risk foods. 
Examples of high-risk foods include: cooked meat and 
fish. gravy, stock, sauces and soup. shellfish.

Cross-
contamination

When bacteria gets transferred from one food or 
surface to another.

Carbon Footprint

Food's carbon footprint, is the 

greenhouse 

gas emissions produced by 

growing, rearing, farming, 

processing, transporting, 

storing, cooking and disposing 

of the food you eat. 

taste

aroma

texture

appearance

The senses:

Roux Is flour and fat cooked together and used to thicken 
sauces. Roux is typically made from equal parts of 
flour and fat by weight.

Condiment A substance such as ketchup, mustard, or pickle that is 
used to add flavour to food.

Accompaniment Any additional food items that are served with the 
main dish such a sauces, bread, side salads. 

Seasonality/in 

season

The times of year when a given type food is at its peak, 

either in terms of harvest or its flavour.



Pillar Drill: used to drill 
holes through wood, 
metal, plastic

Hegnar/Jigsaw: used to 
cut wood, plastic

Bandfacer: used to 
smooth the edges of 
wood, plastic

DT: Year 8 Product Design

Hand Tools

Coping Saw: 
used to cut shapes in 
wood & Acrylic

Hand Files:
used to shape and 
smooth edges and 
surfaces

Sand paper:
used to Smooth 
surfaces

Needle files:
used to shape and 
smooth fine details

Machinery

MDF (Medium Density Fibre Board)

Inspired
When someone's work makes you  enthusiastic to design using  similar 

themes

Influence Having an effect on people and their ideas

Aesthetics How something looks (colour, shape, pattern)

Pattern An arrangement of repeating images such as lines, shapes and colours

Tessellate Making parts fit into a space so that no material is wasted

Symmetry Where parts of a design are equal on both sides

Modifications Changes that can be made to improve something

Mechanism A group of parts that work together to do a job  ( eg. Clock)

A man-made wood, 
made from wood 
fibres/saw dust glued 
together under heat 
and pressure.

• 24 March 1834 – 3 

October 1896

• English designer and 

craftsman 

• associated with the 

British Arts and 

Crafts Movement

• Popular designs 

include wallpaper, 

fabric, furniture

William Morris



D&T: Graphics











Significance criteria
Remembered – an awareness of someone or something in the past
Remarkable - something that is uncommon or extraordinary
Resulted in change – producing a change in someone or something

The creation of the NAACP
• Organisation created to help advance the rights of African Americans. They wanted to 

achieve equality and end racial prejudice. 
• They sought to challenge the unfair laws and oppression through the courts and defending 

African Americans in court.
• They won many famous cases such as the Brown vs Board of Education in 1954. 

The destruction of ‘Black Wall Street’
• An area in Tulsa, Oklahoma during segregation that was an affluent African-American 

area.
• The local population hated the fact that even though the African-Americans were 

segregated, they were prosperous and well educated.
• On May 31st 1921, after an African-American was accused of raping a white woman, the 

locals decided to take matters into their own hands and started riots that destroyed 
African-American owned businesses and killed many people.

• No one was compensated for the damage and no one was held responsible for the riots.

The murder of Emmett Till
• In August 1955, a 14 year old boy from Chicago visiting his great-uncle in the town of 

Money, Mississippi. He is accused of making an inappropriate remark to a white woman in 
a shop and for this crime he is brutally beaten and shot in the head.

• The men responsible for the crime were put on trial and were found not guilty for crimes 
of kidnap and murder.

• Emmett’s mother asked for the media to display her son’s body in his open casket, making 
him famous across the USA and this event became the turning point in ‘Black history’.

Why was the murder of Emmett Till a significant event?
American Civil War

• Civil war between Southern states 
who wanted slavery and Northern 
states who wanted to abolish slavery.

• Abraham Lincoln, the President, 
declared freedom for all slaves in the 
South in 1865.

• African Americans fought on the side 
of the Northern states (Union) who 
defeated the Southern states 
(Confederacy).

Jim Crow and  Segregation
• After the Civil War and 

Reconstruction, laws were passed 
that aimed to take away the rights 
won by former slaves.

• These laws created segregation in 
the Southern states and laws that 
restricted the rights of African 
Americans.

• For example, African Americans were 
not allowed to go to the same 
schools.

KKK
• Terrorist group created after the Civil 

War, whose sole purpose was to 
terrorise former slaves.

• They wore white cloaked garments 
to hide their identity and were 
known to lynch African Americans.

• Highly secretive, they became a very 
powerful  group who were not 
arrested for their crimes as they had 
members who were from all sections 
of white society.

Event

12 Apr 1861 –

9 Apr 1865

American Civil War

January 1st

1863

Abraham Lincoln signs 

Emancipation Proclamation.

1865 13th Amendment – abolishes 

slavery in America.

1865-77 Reconstruction - period during 

which the nation's laws and 

Constitution were rewritten to 

guarantee the basic rights of the 

former slaves.

1865 Ku Klux Klan established to terrorise 

African Americans in the South.

1896 Supreme Court Plessy vs Ferguson 

that allows segregation.

1909 Creation of the NAACP

May 31st –

June 1st

1921

Destruction of ‘Black Wall Street’ in 

Tulsa, Oklahoma.

August 28th

1955

Murder of Emmett Till 

History



Word Definition

State government the government responsible for affairs of one state

Federal government the central government based in Washington, responsible for national issues

Constitution outlines the rights of the people and the powers of the government

Industrial economy money is made from things that are produced in factories based in large towns and cities

Agricultural economy money is made from things that are produced from farming and is based in the countryside

Emancipation freedom from slavery

Segregation people of different races being forced to live separately

Prejudice an unfavourable opinion of a person/people formed without knowledge or reason

Jim Crow Laws laws that enforced racial segregation

Ku Klux Klan a secret organisation that believed white people were superior and terrorised black people

Oppression unjust treatment or exercise of power

Demographics the structure of populations

Second-class citizen a person belonging to a social or political group whose rights and opportunities are inferior to those of the dominant group in a society

Subjugate bring under domination or control

Nationalist Someone who strongly identifies with one’s own nation and support for their interests to the exclusion of other nations 

Subordination the action of making someone lower in rank or position 

Affluent having a great deal of money or being wealthy.

Separate but equal equal opportunities for all whilst maintaining a separation between the races 

History



How US government works
• Federal government - the national government, with the President in charge
• State government - each of the 50 states has a government with a Governor in 

charge
• Supreme Court - 9 senior judges who decide whether new laws agree with the 

US Constitution

• US Constitution - a basic set of laws that set out how the country should be run. 

All other laws passed have to ‘agree’ with it

The height of the movement
• The Birmingham campaign in 1963 challenged the most extreme segregation. 

Thousands carried out protests and disruption and the violent tactics used by the 
police and other white opponents of civil rights shocked the country

• The federal government again intervened, helping get King released from jail, 
negotiating to end segregation in Birmingham and sending the army to protect civil 
rights protesters

• The March on Washington, 1963 saw a quarter of a million people demand an end 
of segregation and discrimination. It was broadcast across the country

• The federal government drew up plans for a civil rights bill to end all segregation
• However, white supremacists continued with extreme violence

The Black Power movement
• Malcolm X joined the NOI and 

argued for black separation 
from whites, as well as 
criticising the civil rights 
movement for not going far 
enough

• SNCC and CORE adopted the 
slogan ‘black power’ as they 
became frustrated with the 
slow pace of change

• The Black Panther Party 
believed in revolution and were 
prepared to use violence

• They demanded equality in 

education, housing, 

employment, civil rights and an 

end to police brutality against 

black people. 

The African American Civil Rights MovementDesegregation in education
• Brown v Board of Education - landmark 

decision by the Supreme Court that 
segregated education was ‘naturally 
unequal’

• Ordered schools to desegregate but did 
not give a deadline

• Little Rock, 1957 - nine black students 
tried to attend a white school but were 
prevented by a white mob and Governor 
Faubus who sent National Guard soldiers 
to stop them

• President Eisenhower ordered soldiers to 
protect the students and insisted that they 
be allowed to go to the white school

• Governor Faubus tried to close Arkansas 
schools in 1958 to prevent desegregation 
but was overruled by the Supreme Court

The start of non-violent direct action
● The Montgomery Bus Boycott was started 

after Rosa Parks refused to give up her 
seat on the bus for a white man

● The boycott went on for a year as a 
grassroots campaign and Martin Luther 
King became an important leader

● The Sit Ins were organised by students 
who protested against segregated lunch 
counters and other services.

● The Freedom Rides challenged 
segregation on interstate buses. The 
federal government ordered 
desegregation of all interstate transport

● Splits started to open up in the movement 
between younger, more radical groups 
and older, more cautious groups

Event

1954 Brown v Board of Education

1955 The Montgomery Bus Boycott

1957 The Little Rock Nine

1960 The Sit Ins

1961 The Freedom Rides

March-May 

1963

The Birmingham campaign

August 1963 The March on Washington

1964 The Civil Right Act

1965 The Selma Campaign

1965 The Voting Rights Act

1965 Malcolm X assassinated

1966 SNCC and CORE become black power 

groups

1966 Black Panther Party formed

4th April 1968 Martin Luther King assassinated

Civil rights legislation
• After the assassination of President Kennedy, the Civil Rights Act was passed. This 

outlawed segregation and other forms of discrimination
• The Selma to Montgomery March was organised to highlight the continuing 

problem of low voter registration. Black people were prevented from voting 
through literacy tests which asked extremely difficult or impossible questions to 
prevent black people from registering to vote

• The marchers were attacked by police and soldiers on ‘Bloody Sunday’ which 
outraged many and led to President Johnson announcing the Voting Rights Act

• The Voting Rights Act transformed the south of the USA with a huge increase in the 
number of black people who were registered to vote. This also led to an increase in 
the number of black politicians and many white racist politicians lost their positions



Word Definition

Desegregated no longer segregated

Mob a large, angry crowd, especially one that could easily become violent

Governor the head of each state

National Guard the state army

Non-violent direct 
action

refusing to co-operate and protesting but in a peaceful way

Boycott refuse to use a service to show your opposition to it

Sit in a form of direct action that involves one or more people occupying an area 

for a protest

Grassroots 

campaign 

ordinary people taking action to achieve an outcome

Interstate between states

Deep South states such as Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia where racism and 

segregation was the worst

Legislation Laws

Bipartisan getting two political parties that usually oppose each other's policies to 
work together

Key groups and people

NAACP National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People

Dwight Eisenhower US President 1952-60

SCLC Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference created after the bus 
boycott

Martin Luther King 
(MLK)

Leader of the SCLC

SNCC Student Non-violent Co-ordinating 
Committee - organised the Sit Ins

CORE Congress of Racial Equality - organised 
the Freedom Rides

John F. Kennedy US President 1960-63

Lyndon B. Johnson US President 1963-68

Nation of Islam Black Muslim organisation that called 
for a separate state for black people

Malcolm X Member of the NOI and civi l rights 
leader

Black Panthers A radical black power group



Geography: Globalisation







Baroque ● Use of terraced dynamics

● Use of ornamentation

● Polyphonic texture

Classical ● Balanced melodic phrases

● Use of fixed forms: binary, ternary, rondo

● Homophonic texture

Romantic ● Large orchestras

● Often programmatic - evoking 

places/events/stories

● Adventurous harmonies and modulations

20th 

Century

● Subcategories of  impressionism, neoclassicism, 

experimentalism, postmodernism, minimalism

● Experimental and dissonant harmony/ atonality

● Polyphonic textures and fragmented melodies

Cadenzas are:
❏ Usually played towards the end of the first 

movement

❏ Often improvised

❏ Based on one or more themes from the first 

movement

❏ Often end on a trill

❏ Acapella - no orchestral accompaniment

❏ Used to show off the skills of the soloist

Music: Classical periods

Piece types 

For orchestra - Symphony

- Concerto Grosso

For singer - Opera

- Lieder (song)

For instrumental 

soloist

- Sonata

- Concerto

Voice types

Operatic:
➢ Soprano
➢ Mezzo-soprano
➢ Contralto
➢ Counter-tenor
➢ Tenor
➢ Baritone
➢ Bass

A choir features only Soprano, 
Alto, Tenor and Bass voice 
types.

1. Melismatic: more than one note per syllable

2. Syllabic: one note per syllable

3. Word painting: when the music reflects the lyrics

Pitch notation
Lines: Every Green Bus Drives 
Fast
Spaces: FACE

Lines: Good Burritos Don’t Fall 
Apart
Spaces: All Cows Eat Grass

Baroque instruments such as the
theorbo, viola de gamba, and viols
stopped being used in the classical
period, as their capabilities were too
limited to play new music. In the
classical period instruments were
updated and developed and the
clarinet was invented. By the romantic
period, many wind and brass
instruments had extra ‘doubling’
instruments, to extend their range.

Clarinet → Bass clarinet/ Eb
Oboe → Cor Anglias 
Flute → Piccolo
Bassoon → Contra-bassoon
French horn → Wagner horn
Trombone → Bass trombone
Tuba → Euphonium



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o8SRjjSYfyg6CAjqpGQEssdNBlucRFvlIy-V3r7K4Cg/edit

Science







Christmas 

Eve/ 

A London 

Particular 

Arthur Kipps is at home with his family at Christmas Eve, when his wife’s children, when they begin telling ghost 

stories. Arthur is disturbed by this and decides to write down what happened to him many years ago. Arthur writes 

how when he was 23 years old, he was a young solicitor in London. He is sent on a business trip by his boss, Mr 

Bentley, to attend the funeral of Mrs Drablow, and sort out her affairs. She lives in a remote place called Eel Marsh 

House, a few miles from a town named Crythin Gifford. H sets off north on the train. 

“I was the one who, to judge by 

my agitation of this evening, 

was still affected by it

deeply, it was from me 

alone that the ghost 

must be driven.” 

The Journey 

North/

The Funeral 

of Mrs 

Drablow

Arthur reads through Alice Drablow’s files on the train when a man introduces himself as Sam Daily. Daily takes 

some interest in the file, and complains about life in the countryside. He offers Arthur a ride in his automobile. 

Arthur is dropped at the hotel, where the innkeeper acts strangely when he tries to speak about Alice Drablow. 

Arthur meets his local contact Mr Jerome the next day and they both attend the funeral of Mrs Drablow. Almost no 

one is at the service but Arthur sees a young woman dressed all in black, who seems to be suffering from a 

disease that wastes her skin away. He also sees a row of pale children staring at him. Mr Jerome acts extremely 

distressed when Arthur mentions he saw the lady, claiming he saw no one. Arthur departs for Eel Marsh House. 

“I began to be less comfortable, 

for here the air was a great deal 

colder and blowing in gusts from 

the east with an unpleasant rain 

upon its breath”

Across the 

Causeway/ 

The Sound 

of a Pony 

and Trap 

A man named Keckwick takes Arthur to Eel Marsh House by pony and trap. It is over a causeway, and becomes 

separated from the mainland when the tide comes up. Arthur he finds a burial ground on the grounds of the house. 

As he looks at some graves, he sees the woman dressed in black again in the distance. This time she is looking at 

him, malevolently. He runs over, but can’t find her. He starts to think she may be a ghost. He goes into the house. 

He realises it will be a long job, and Keckwick will return soon, so he begins to walk across the causeway. Along 

the path, he hears the sound of a pony and trap sinking in the mud and a child dying. He runs back inside, tries to 

get into a door (that is locked) and then falls asleep. Keckwick picks him up at 2am. 

“it was as though she was 

searching for something she 

wanted, needed — must have , 

more than life itself, and which 

had been taken from her”

Mr Jerome 

is Afraid/ 

Spider

Arthur decides that he wants no more to do with the Drablow job, and attempts to get Mr Jerome to sort the papers 

instead. However, Jerome seems terrified by the idea and refuses. He says vague things about stories and ghouls. 

Arthur then writes a letter to Mr Bentley to tell him that the Eel Marsh House job may take a while. Arthur decides to 

spend the next two nights at Eel Marsh House to get the work done. Sam Daily doesn’t think that it is a good idea 

to go alone and so lends him his dog, Spider to take with him.

“and because the cry 

of that child would 

never, I was sure,

leave me for the 

rest of my life.” 

In the 

Nursery/ 

Whistle and 

I’ll Come to 

You 

Arthur returns to Eel Marsh House with Spider. He goes through the papers, and studies the graves once more, 

before going to bed. He hears noises in the night. After returning briefly to town the next day, Arthur finds some 

letters to Alice from someone named Jennet and learns she gave up her child for the Drablows to raise. Spider 

then hears a noise and they race outside – it is the ghostly noise of the pony and trap again. Returning back to the 

house, Arthur finds the formerly locked door wide open. In the room is a nursery, with a chair rocking by itself. He 

returns to bed. When he awakes, it’s windy and dark. He takes Spider outside. Spider hears a whistle and races 

into the marsh – Arthur has to struggle to save her from sinking. As he is walking back to the house with Spider, 

Arthur looks up and sees the Woman in Black watching him from the nursery window. 

“My whole body was trembling, 

my mouth dry, the palms of my 

hands sore where I 

had dug my nails 

into them as 

I had stood…”

A Packet of 

Letters/ 

The Woman 

in Black

When Arthur awakes, Sam Daily is at the house. Arthur explains all that he has seen to Sam, and they return to 

Crythin Gifford. Back at the inn, Arthur finds the death certificate of Nathaniel Drablow – Jennet’s son, who died in 

the marsh. Sam confirms that Jennet got pregnant out of wedlock, and so Alice adopted the boy. Jennet came to 

live with them to see the boy, but he died whilst playing in a pony and trap as it sunk in the marsh. Jennet saw from 

the window and it drove her insane. She kept haunting the town after she died – every time she has been seen in 

the town since, a child has soon died.  Arthur leaves Crythin Gifford, marries a woman named Stella, and has a 

child named Joseph. One day, outside of London, Stella and Joseph ride a pony and trap at a fair. Arthur is 

watching them being driven around before seeing the Woman in Black watching him. She steps in front of the trap 

and causes a massive accident – Joseph dies at the scene, whilst Stella dies in hospital weeks later. Arthur says 

that this is the end of his story.  

“There was no expression on her 

face and yet I felt all over again 

the renewed power emanating 

from her, the 

malevolence 

and hatred 

and passionate 

bitterness. It 

pierced me through” 

Year 8 – The Woman In Black

Chapter-by-Chapter Summary - Alongside quotations from key scenes Main Characters

Arthur Kipps - Arthur is the 

main protagonist of the story. He 

tells the events of the story several 

years later, of when he visited Eel 

Marsh House as young solicitor. 

He is rational and pragmatic, who 

at first casts aside apparitions as 

features of reality. In the end, he 

has his wife and young child 

unfairly taken from him. 

Samuel Daily - Sam is a 

friendly and wealthy local man 

who befriends Arthur on his trip 

to Crythin Gifford. He is kind to 

Arthur and  lends him his dog, 

Spider, when he has to return 

to Eel Marsh House. He is the 

character who reveals the truth 

about the Woman to Arthur in 

the end.

Quote: ‘I clung to the prosaic, the 

visible and tangible.’

Quote: ‘I kept waking. As I 

said, I had you on my mind.’

The Woman in Black - the 

ghost of Jennet Humfrye, filled 

with anger and vengeance over 

the death of her young son. She is 

bitter about giving up her child to 

Alice Drablow and having watched 

him die in her care. As the Woman 

in Black, she causes the death of 

a child every time she is seen. 

Mr Jerome - Mr Jerome is a 

local land agent, who dealt with 

Mrs Drablow before she died. 

Jerome lives in fear of the 

Woman in Black, but never 

reveals his fear to Arthur. It is 

later revealed he lost a child to 

the Woman.

Quote: ‘I shall kill us both before I 

let him go.”

Quote: 'There are stories," he 

said, "tales. There's all that 

nonsense."

Keckwick - Keckwick drives the 

pony and trap and delivers Arthur 

to and from Eel Marsh House - the 

only character (except Sam Daily 

at the end) who will set foot near 

the place. 

Mr Bentley - Mr Bentley is 

Athur’s employer, and is the 

one who sends Arthur off to 

Crythin Gifford in the first place. 

It is clear Bentley blames 

himself for Arthur’s misfortune. 

Quote: ‘For answer, he simply 

pulled on the pony's rein’

Quote: ‘He had always blamed 

himself for what happened to 

me’.



Year 8 – The Woman In Black

Context

Key Language Techniques:
Pathetic fallacy - giving nature (usually the weather) human emotions.

Rhetorical questions - questions that do not require an answer, asked to make a point or show 

the narrator questioning themselves or their reality.

Sensory Language - description using the senses of what can be seen, heard, 

smelt, touched or tasted.

Key Structural Techniques:
Analepsis (flashback) - shifting to a point further back in time than the story was currently taking place.

First person narrator - when a narrative is told by a character or narrator writing in first person, usually also from 

their perspective and point of view.

Foreshadowing - giving the reader hints about what is to happen/come later.

Elements of Gothic Fiction in The Woman in Black
• Gothic settings

Gothic fiction is typically set in either wild open spaces (like the marshes and Nine Lives Causeway) or 

haunted, old, abandoned buildings (Eel Marsh House) graveyards or other settings that seem threatening 

and mysterious.

• Gothic journeys

The terrifying experiences that characters go through to solve a mystery, because they’ve got lost or 

because they’ve been trapped. Arthur is stranded at Eel Marsh and forced to uncover the mystery of who 

The Woman in Black is.  

• Tension and suspense 

The way that the author creates a feeling of stress, fear and anxiety in a text for both the characters and 

the reader.

• The Supernatural

Events, figures or objects that cannot be explained by 

nature or by science, such as:

• Ghosts and Spirits

The spirits of the dead that are not at peace who return to haunt

the living- often because of ‘unfinished business’ on Earth.

Susan Hill - born in 1942, Hill is an author of fiction and non-fiction. Many of her 

texts are written in descriptive Gothic style. She has expressed a keen interest in 

the traditional English ghost story. Her novella The Woman in Black was turned 

into a play in 1987 and has continued to run in the West End in London ever since.

Edwardian Period - the novel is set in the Edwardian period, when King Edward 

VII was on the throne (1901-1910). Edwardian England was a patriarchal society; 

women’s interests were expected to be the home and family. Ghost stories were 

also very popular at the time - The popularity of ghost stories was strongly related to 

economic changes. The Industrial Revolution had led people to migrate from rural villages into 

towns and cities, and created a new middle class. They moved into houses that often had 

servants, many taken on around October or November, when the nights were drawing in early 

– and new staff found themselves "in a completely foreign house, seeing things everywhere, 

jumping at every creak".

Unwed Motherhood - To give birth out of marriage was frowned upon as recently as the 

mid-twentieth century. However, in the Edwardian era, the situation was even worse; many 

unmarried women risked being cut-off by her family if she had a child. In many

cases babies were taken away from their mothers to hide the fact that they 

had engaged in sexual relations out of wedlock. It was deemed that no woman 

could raise a child born outside marriage and remain in ‘polite society.’ In The 

Woman in Black, the unmarried Jennet is forced to give up her child. 

The North of England- The setting for Eel Marsh House is in the (imaginary) village of 

Crythin Gifford in the north of England. Even today, the north of the country is far less 

populated than the south, but in the time when the story was set, this would have been even 

more so the case. This idea of remote isolation adds to the cold, ghostly atmosphere that runs 

throughout the novella. Susan Hill herself was born and raised in Scarborough,

a seaside town in North Yorkshire. Much of northern England was made up of small 

villages where residents knew each other - and each other’s business!

Nine Lives Causeway/the marshes Eel Marsh House

The tradition of telling Ghost Stories and Ghosts - Telling ghost stories 

during winter and at Christmas is a tradition that stretches back centuries, 

when families would wile away the winter nights with tales of 

spooks and monsters. Ghosts were believed to haunt people, meaning 

their spirit remains behind on Earth because they have ‘unfinished 

business’ they need to resolve before they pass on.

Key Techniques and Elements of Gothic Fiction


